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break down the opposition led by Isaiah and sup-
ported by his unpopular associates. All that
Isaiah actually accomplished was the postpone-
ment of the breach with Assyria; without him it
would inevitably have come sooner.

As in Judah, so also in Egypt was the way
preparing for an uprising in Syria. An Ethiopian
dynasty was now ruling, nominally at least, over
the whole land of Egypt. But there is evidence
enough to show that the Ethiopian king could
hardly claim to be absolute master of the destinies
of the Nile valley. Sennacherib in his narrative
of the later campaign refers not to the king of
Egypt, but to the kings of Egypt, and his suc-
cessors upon the Assyrian throne supply us with
lists of the names of kings over districts of Egypt.
All these district kings were striving for more
power, and the Ethiopian overlord must gain
ascendency over them all before he could dispose,
as he would, of Egypt's greatness. He could
readily see that a movement outside of Egypt,
against external foes, would be certain, if success-
ful, to increase his prestige at home. The same
hopes would be in the minds of the district kinga.
A policy like this pursued by a district king,
such, for example, as Sibe, might make him, in-
stead of the Ethiopian overlord, the real king of
Egypt. If one of these kings was seeking a place
in which to gain advantage by interference, there
was none more promising than Syria. Even a
slight hope of regaining it would readily unite all
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